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Camp Lou Henry Hoover

Site Features, Facilities and Accommodations

General Information:

Camp Lou Henry Hoover is our 340-acre camp located in Middleville, Sussex County, New Jersey.  The land offers a wide variety of natural terrain to explore including frontage on Swartswood Lake.

The camp offers many fun-filled activities and equipment for all seasons including hiking trails, playfields, a team building/challenge low ropes course, campfire setting, a nature cabin, and wintertime activities.  Townley Hall, our Program Center, offers a beautiful indoor recreation room and outdoor deck that are ideal for dances, indoor sports and games.  Our waterfront offers swimming, fishing, canoeing, rowboating and funyaking ( no motor boats are permitted).  Come anytime.  There’s always something to do.  

Philosophy

GSHNJ’s Camp Lou Henry Hoover provides campers with exciting activities that build courage, confidence and character, while providing a maximum dose of fun.  We provide opportunities to learn, discover, explore, challenge, create and make new friends in a friendly, non-competitive, casual outdoor environment.  Camping develops a strong sense of self and experiences that foster independence and leadership.  By contributing to camp life and helping others, we hope to challenge you to be the best person you can be and to feel empowered to make a difference in the community and the world.
Facilities

Choose the site that will accommodate your group and your needs.

Year Round Sites

· Heronwood and Evergreen
· Modern chalet suitable for co-ed living and heated for year round use
· Sleeps 46 – two rooms of 20 and one room of 6 with bunkbeds and mattresses
· Large room with a woodburning stove, tables and benches
· Two separate bathrooms each with two showers, two toilets and two sinks
· Full kitchen – includes refrigerator, stove, cooking equipment, dishes and silverware for 46, microwave and prep space.
· Outdoor firecircles, decks and picnic tables
· Berry Hill
· Cabin with wheelchair accessibility and heated for year round use 
· Sleeps 26 – two small rooms sleep 4 each and large room of 18 with bunkbeds and mattresses
· Meeting room with rock fireplace, tables and benches
· Full bathroom with two showers, two toilets and two sinks and then additional bathrooms off small sleeping rooms
· Full kitchen – includes refrigerator, stove, cooking equipment, dishes and silverware for 26, microwave and prep space.
· Outdoor firecircles and picnic tables
· Sinawik
· Heated cabin
· Sleeps 24 – four bedrooms each with three bunkbeds
· Meeting room with rock fireplace, tables and benches
· Full bathroom with three showers, three toilets and three sinks 
· Full kitchen – includes refrigerator, stove, cooking equipment, dishes and silverware for 26, microwave and prep space.
· Outdoor firecircles and picnic tables
· Sky Top
· Heated cabin
· Sleeps 10 – one room with two bunkbeds and one room with three
· Meeting room with table, benches, and sofa
· Full bathroom 
· Full kitchen – includes refrigerator, stove, cooking equipment, dishes and silverware for 10, microwave and prep space.
· Outdoor firecircles, picnic tables and porches
Seasonal Accommodations – Mid-April to Mid-October

· Tent Platform Camping
· 5 sites available – Hickory Hill, Birch Hollow, Cedar Ridge, Maple Glen and Oak Knoll

· Each site has 8 platform tents that sleep contains 5 cots, 5 mattresses and 5 crates

· Each site has a screened counselor cabin with electricity, 6 beds, 6 mattresses and 6 crates

· Cindy (or bathhouse) has electricity, flush toilets, hot showers and sinks

· Program shelter – pavilion with storage closet.  

· Picnic tables and benches 

· Refrigerator, cooking equipment, charcoal grill and 5-gallon water jugs at each site

· Emergency phone and intercom system

· Firecircles and grills near by

· CIT Cabins
· 2 rustic cabins that sleeps 8 people and 1 cabin that sleeps 4 in sleeping rooms with bunkbeds

· Kitchen with stove, refrigerator, cooking equipment and dishes for 8
· Full bathroom

· Outdoor firecircles
· Valhalla
· Large open shelter with secure storage, sink and flush toilets
· Plenty of space to pitch your own tents
· Firecircles, picnic tables and benches
· Cooking equipment
· Misty Knoll
· Primitive camping site 
· Locations for pitching tents and for fire circles
· Trough sink with running water
Program Facilities

Reserve these additional program options at the time of reservation or closer to your stay
· Townley Hall
· Available year round as indoor program space

· Stone fireplace, kitchen with sink and refrigerator, two bathrooms, deck with tables and chairs

· Activities can include roller skating, indoor games, yoga, floor hockey, pillo pollo, etc

· Low Ropes Course
· Available Spring to Fall

· A group cooperation and problem solving activities

· Requires a trained Low Ropes Course instructor to lead the activities

· Waterfront Facilities
· Boating available April to October – rowboating, canoeing and funyaking

· Swimming available June to September

· All activities require parental permission and a health history

· Requires qualified lifeguards for all activities

· Other activities can include wading, fishing, water related badge work, etc
· Creation
· Arts and Crafts room located below the Dining Hall

· Bring your own craft materials or work with what is available

· Supplies available for your use include crayons, markers, paper, ribbon, fabric, etc.

· Other activities that can be arranged include candle making, leather work, beading, and basket weaving
· Dining Hall
· Can be utilized as a program area or for meals

· Industrial kitchen is available to be used by trained adults

· Other activities can include bingo, dances, indoor fires, and more

· Playfield

· Large open space
· Picnic tables
· Shed houses equipment for soccer, softball, volleyball, badminton, tug-o-war and more
· Amphitheater

· Ideal location to hold large group campfires
· Seats up to 400 on benches
· Firecircle 
· Hiking Trails

· Five marked trails available to explore including a Night Trail
· A wide variety of terrains and habitats, including a transitional forest, animal and plant life, vestiges of the past such as arrowheads, a lime kiln and old rock walls
· Maps available
How to Reserve a Site
· Complete the Application
· Mail in with the required deposit

· On September 1st we begin processing requests for January through mid-June

· On January 1st, we begin processing request for September through December 

· Two night (weekend) reservations are given priority over single night

· Refer to the council website at www.gshnj.org to find out about vacancies

· All GSHNJ Girl Scout Troops will need to file a Trip Application as well

· All non-Girl Scout groups will need to forward a certificate of insurance

· Canceling a portion of the site or the entire site

· All cancellations must be received in writing 16 or more weeks prior to your arrival date

· You will receive a refund minus the deposit

· All cancellations received within the 16 week mark will not receive a refund unless a replacement is found

· Full refunds

· 100% of your total site fee will be refunded ONLY if

· GSHNJ closes the camp due to circumstances beyond its control and if a reschedule date cannot be agreed upon

· If we are unable to accept your application and confirm your reservation

· Payment

· Final payment is due 8 weeks before your rental date
· Certifications and Rosters

· All certifications and rosters must be received 2 weeks prior to your arrival
Making the Most of Your Stay
· Arrival Time/Check In
· No earlier than 2:00 pm and no later than 9:00 pm without arrangements

· Go directly to your site – they will be open and ready for you

· Complete the Handy, Dandy Checkout sheet arrival portion as soon as you can

· Call the Camp Caretaker with any concerns

· Departure Time/Check Out
· No later than 1:00 pm from your cabins

· You can remain on site later with prior arrangements

· The Camp Caretaker will meet with your group the night before your departure to go over your responsibilities

· Complete the Handy, Dandy Checkout sheet for departures and leave in the cabin

· Any site left unclean or not taken care of will be charged an additional $75 cleaning fee

· Don’t Forget the Supplies
· Please provide the following supplies for your group

· First Aid Kit, dishwashing detergent, disinfectant, toilet paper, paper towels, plastic bags, hand sanitizer, sponges, rubber gloves, etc
· Certifications
· Adults with Step 1 Outdoor and Overnight Training can bring their girls cabin or tent camping.  

· Adults with Step 2 Outdoor and Overnight Training are able to make campfires

· Adults with Step 3 Outdoor and Overnight Training are able to cookout with their girls

· Please provide the appropriate copies of certifications to the Council Office

· One adult per site with CPR and First Aid Training

· Once on site each group should self monitor themselves regarding what they can and cannot do

· Site Sanitation and Recycling
· Please sweep and wash the bathroom facilities daily

· Keep all garbage in the appropriate bins and inside the buildings or program shelters

· Garbage will be picked up nightly

· Store all food in buildings and program shelters – leave nothing in cars

· Recycle the following items in the blue bins located throughout camp

· Aluminum cans, glass, newspaper, plastic, cardboard, and paper
· Fires and Fire Bans
· All fires are to be confined to established fire circles in camp

· Never leave a fire unattended
· Always have a bucket of water near by the fire area

· In the event of a State imposed fire ban you will be notified by camp personnel either prior to your arrival or upon your arrival

· If there is a fire ban, all fires must be confined to charcoal stoves
· Emergency Procedures
· Familiarize yourself with the emergency procedures for fire, severe storm, lost camper and camp evacuation

· All emergency procedures are posted in all buildings
· Fire Extinguishers
· Firefighting equipment is placed strategically throughout camp and in all buildings

· Tampering with any firefighting equipment is strictly prohibited

· Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors are located in all buildings

· Communications and Emergencies
· Telephones are located in all sites except Valhalla, the Playfield and Misty Knoll

· The phones can connect you with the Camp Caretaker, other sites, Police, Rescue Squad, Fire Department and Newton Memorial Hospital.

· To make personal calls you will need to rely on a cell phone

· If you answer one of the camp phones and it is an outside line, pass the message to the Camp Caretaker

· Emergency services can be dialed from all phones in camp
· Theft
· The camp assumes no responsibility for loss, breakage or theft of personal or group properties brought to camp or used by the group

· Vandalism
· Any vandalism/breakage occurring (other than everyday use) will be charged to the responsible group

· Labor charged for all repairs is $30 per hour plus materials

· Graffiti is considered an act of vandalism and will be charged $1 per letter per inch for removal

· Animals
· There are a wide range of animals living on the site including squirrels, rabbits, deer, fox, raccoons, skunks and bears

· Please follow the posted rules regarding animals and site sanitation

· Pets and animals are not to be brought to camp except for service animals.  All service animals on camp must have the appropriate health and immunization records on site.
· Inform the Camp Caretaker of all encounters with bears

· When seeing a bear, make a loud noise and walk away slowly

· DO NOT Run

· Camp Trading Post
· Our Camp Trading Post is located in the Dining Hall

· Carries an assortment of t-shirts, stuffed animals, stickers, sweatpants, sweatshirts, key chains, patches, and more.

· Prices range from $0.50 to $40.00

· Arrangements for the store hours will be made prior to arrival

· The Trading Post is located in the Dining Hall

· Personal Property Regulations
· All weapons and explosives, including fireworks, air rifles, etc. are strictly prohibited

· Personal sports equipment is used at your own risk.  
· Alcohol is never permitted when you are in a leadership or chaperoning position and responsible for children

· The use and consumption of illegal drugs is not permitted on camp property

· Persons violating the drug policy and any intoxicated persons will be asked to leave camp

· Smoking
· Smoking is to be confined to designated smoking areas only i.e., Sky Top porch and fire-circles

· ABSOLUTELY NO SMOKING IN THE TENTS OR BUILDINGS
· The use of candles or incenses, or any other type of incendiary is absolutely prohibited in any camp building
· Heat and Power
· All buildings on camp are fully winterized and heated
· Please use good judgment when controlling the heat in buildings
· All doors and windows should be kept closed whenever possible to conserve heat
· In the interest of conservation, all groups are asked to turn lights off during the day or when the buildings is not in use

· Noise
· Camp Hoover is located in Stillwater Township and the Township ordinances require all guests of camp observe the following quiet hours – 11:00 pm to 7:00 am
· Hospital
· Directions to Newton Memorial Hospital are available in the Dining Hall and Sky Top

· In emergencies, the Stillwater and Swartswood Rescue Squad can be summoned
· Parking
· All vehicles are to be parked in the upper and lower parking lots

· One emergency vehicle may be kept at each site and one where the First Aider is staying

· Vehicles should only be used during emergencies throughout the groups stay
· Upon arrival you may drive to your site (at your own risk) to unload gear ONLY 
· Packing List
· The following is a guideline of items to bring for a two night stay on our site.

Clothing





Cold/Wet Weather

___ 
Hat




___ 
Long Underwear

___
Sturdy Shoes



___
Warm Jacket

___
Clothes for Each Day of Stay

___
Sweatpants

___
Extra Socks




___
Wool Hat

___ 
Sleepwear




___
Warm Gloves/Mittens

___
Sweatshirt




___
Raincoat/Poncho








___
Waterproof Boots

Bedding





Other Items

___
Sleeping Bag




___
Money for Camp Trading Post


___
Pillow





___
Camera


___
Blankets




___
Books/Magazines


___
Sheets





___
Flashlight









___
Mess Kit

Toiletries






Please Do Not Bring


___  
Toothbrush/Toothpaste



*
Expensive Items


___
Wash Cloth/Towels



*
Gum/Candy


___
Comb/Brush




*
Firearms/Knives


___
Soap





*
Alcohol/Drugs


___
Shampoo/Conditioner
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