What Are "S.W.A.P.S."
And Why Are They Important

"Special Whatchamacallits Affectionately Pinned SomeWhere"


The following information was posted to the members of the Girl Scout Forum of 
Prodigy Internet Service by Amanda Sass from the GSC Nation's Capitol in January 1995.

The idea of S.W.A.P.S. started at the original National Roundup Conferences. At that time a "S.W.A.P." was a little remembrance that one Girl Scout gave to another. Swapping is a good way of starting correspondence with scouts from other states and countries. For this reason you usually attach your name or troop number and address for future reference.
S.W.A.P.S. can be simple or complex, cheap or expensive, whatever the maker desires. It is not necessary to spend a lot of money on S.W.A.P.S. Many people make them out of scraps or natural materials. Most S.W.A.P.S. are made with pins attached so they can be pinned onto a camp shirt or hat. S.W.A.P.S. are little things that girls and leaders make to trade with each other at county or national events.

Each girl should decide how many S.W.A.P.S. she wants to trade, generally 8 – 10 swaps per girl.  She may make them all the same, or make everyone different. S.W.A.P.S. can be made during part of a troop meeting, during a special meeting called for the purpose of making S.W.A.P.S., or with examples shown at the meeting, with the S.W.A.P.S. to be made by the girls at home. If you are making S.W.A.P.S. in your troop, give the girls an assortment of beads, small wooden shapes, paints, markers, ribbons, felt, chenille stems, and let their imaginations go wild. S.W.A.P.S. usually tell something about the person who made it or about the area or region that they are from. They can also represent the theme of an activity or event. S.W.A.P.S. are usually only an inch or two in size. Instruct the girls to create their S.W.A.P.S. with a safety pin attached, or someway of wearing the swap.

S.W.A.P.S. are traditionally pinned on a S.W.A.P.S. hat. This hat could be part of your troop identification. Perhaps matching painter's caps in your troop color. On the day of an event, each girl will come with her S.W.A.P.S. and will mingle with other girls, trading her S.W.A.P.S. Leaders may want to come prepared with a few extra S.W.A.P.S. for girls who were absent when they were made, or who may have left their S.W.A.P.S at home.
Why swap? The girls and leaders "S.W.A.P." these tokens with new friends they make at various events such as wider opportunities and national meetings. S.W.A.P.S. are made and given with to promote friendship and to make new friends. Swapping allows us to share our handiwork with other scouts and to bring back a memento of a special occasion.
S.W.A.P.S. Etiquette 


Swapping "do's and don'ts" can vary from council to council, but there are basic rules that everyone should be aware of and follow so there are no hurt feelings. 

S.W.A.P.S. to be traded should be carried in a shoe box or pinned to your shirt.  

S.W.A.P.S. that are pinned to someone's hat are generally considered off-limits unless they are offered to you as a trade. 

It is considered rude if you refuse to swap with someone who asks you. 

If you don't like the item you have been given, or already have an identical S.W.A.P, accept it politely, and give them one of yours with a Girl Scout smile. 

ALWAYS say thank you! A Girl Scout is courteous. 

Always have a few extra S.W.A.P.S. on hand for those people who don't have any. It is also nice if you give someone a S.W.A.P. who doesn't have one to give in return. That is what being a Girl Scout is all about. 

Include the information such as your troop number, city and state on the S.W.A.P. You may also want to mark it with the date or the event name to help identify the S.W.A.P. later on. 

S.W.A.P.S. do not have to be pins. They can be bracelets, necklaces, council patches, event patches, or other small items. S.W.A.P.S. should NOT contain edible food. Food items can't be kept as keepsakes and they attract bugs and critters when outdoors. 

Happy Swapping! 
http://www.scoutswaps.com/
http://www.girlscouts-rh.org/su08-cust/camping.htm
http://www.scoutingweb.com/ScoutingWeb/Program/CraftsSwaps.htm
http://www.makingfriends.com/swaps.htm
http://parentingteens.about.com/od/girlscoutsandgirlguides/a/swaps_girlscout.htm
http://www.trudyd.homestead.com/swaps.html
http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/9092/howtos.html
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Acres/3392/exchange.html
http://parentingteens.about.com/library/sp/gs/blswaps-index.htm
http://www.whatsimportant.org/lastrampas/swapideas.htm
http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/Swaps.html
http://www.swapaholic.info/swaps.html
http://gsleaders.org/files/swaps.htm
CRAFT WEBSITES
http://www.craftamerica.com/coiless_safety_pins.htm
	Coiless Safety Pins
Great for Jewelry Pins and Scouting "SWAP's"



 HYPERLINK "http://www.craftamerica.com/images/products/1939-08.jpg" 
[image: image2.jpg][





ITEM#
DESCRIPTION
QUANTITY
NORMAL PRICE
OUR PRICE
 
1939-03
7/8" Coiless Safety Pin - Gold
40 Pack
.99
.84
  Add to Cart  
1939-04
7/8" Coiless Safety Pin - Nickle
40 Pack
.99
.84
  Add to Cart  
1939-07
1-1/2" Coiless Safety Pin - Gold
25 Pack
.99
.84
  Add to Cart  
1939-08
1-1/2" Coiless Safety Pin - Nickle
35 Pack
.99
.84
  Add to Cart  
1939-11
2-1/4" Coiless Safety Pin - Gold
18 Pack
.99
.84
  Add to Cart  
1939-12
2-1/4" Coiless Safety Pin - Nickle
25 Pack
.99
.84
  Add to Cart  



http://www.pinkits.net/Merchant2/merchant.mv?Screen=PROD&Store_Code=P&Product_Code=KC1
	SAFETY PINS


	


Safety Pins #1 Brass 1-1/4" Coiless
Quantity 250
Price: $6.25




	


Safety Pins #00 Brass 3/4" Coiless
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25





	


Safety Pins #1 Brass 1-1/16"
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25




	


Safety Pins #2
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25





	


Safety Pins #3
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25




	


Safety Pins #0 Coiless
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25






	 OTHER PINS




Marking Pins
Quantity: 50
Price: $9.95







Dressmaker Pins
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25







Plastic Head
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25







Acetate Ball Head
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25







T-Pins
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25







Crimp Pins
Quantity: 250
Price: $6.25
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