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Dear Girl Scout Friends & Families –

This Girl Scout newsletter is now in the 5th year of publication!  It’s an opportunity for us to share with all our families the many events and activities available to all our Girl Scouts.  It’s also a chance for us to brag a bit about the girls and volunteers who make Girl Scouting in Berkeley Heights so successful.  Thanks to the many Leaders and Girl Scouts who provided stories for “Troop News”.   Our membership continues to grow each year and it’s easy to see why when you read about the wonderful work done by so many. 

2002-2003 Service Team 

The Berkeley Heights Girl Scout Service Team is a group of dedicated volunteers who help to organize events and product sales and who provide administrative support to the leaders and parents of the Berkeley Heights Girl Scouts. 

Service Team Members
Sharon Brookes & Kim St. Onge

Co-Service Unit Managers

Carmela Arale 


    Secretary 

Peggy Dendinger 


    Treasurer 

Heidi Friedlander 


     Registrar 

Cathy Stiles 



   Ceremonies

Rebecca Tinkham

   Nut Sales Manager 

Christie Horne


Cookie Sales Manager 

JoAnn Dilly 



 T-shirt Sales 

Dorene McFarland 


  Web Master 

Jen Lombardi       

       Troop Organizer

Each school has a Girl Scout Consultant who is available to both parents and leaders for assistance in policy and  membership issues. 
 School consultants are Patti Boise at GL, Peggy Dendinger at Columbia, Kathleen Harrison at Hughes,  Stephanie Henderson at Mt. Park and Cindy Deegan at Woodruff.  Hamilton Terrace troops utilize the consultant for their neighborhood school.   

Our Special Events organizers include Kim St. Onge, Sharon Brookes, Rosanna Cardone, Bette Geminder, Jeannie Jamolowicz, Patti Evans, Kim Spellman, Paula Clark, Kahtleen Harrison, Cathy Wolfram, Eileen Ferguson, Susan Berntson, Sharon Dougherty, Juliette Campasano, Cari Wilson, Pam Hegarty, Theresa Gonnelli and Jennifer Lombardi. 

As is the tradition in Girl Scouting, many of our special events are now run by older troops so that they may have an opportunity to use the leadership skills developed in Girl Scouts.   Special thanks to all those hard working girls and their leaders!  
Union Center Bank 

Special thanks to Union Center Bank who continue to give generously to Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Girl/Adult Financial Aid fund.   They really are the bank with a heart!

Hay Ride 

The Girl Scouts of Berkeley Heights kicked off the year with a great outing.  Thanks to Cathy Wolfram over 200 Girl Scouts enjoyed a day at the Watchung Reservation.   The event included, campfire, marshmallow roast, sing a long, crafts, tattoos, snack and of course a hay ride!  The weather was perfect and Cathy’s event planning made the day a success! 

Encampment 2004

We will end our Girl Scout year once again with Encampment at Camp Hoover.   Our weekend in planned for June 4,5 and 6th.  This event is for 3rd grade and up.  Information regarding camping will be provided to leaders in January.  Thanks so much to Kim Spellman for chairing this event again.   

Troop Placement

One of the most challenging jobs for the Service Team every year is finding a home for all our new Girl Scouts! Our retention of girls remains high.  We continue to welcome new Girl Scouts in all schools at all levels.  This certainly is a reflection of the outstanding leadership provided.  We thank the existing troops who continue to welcome new members and the new leaders who are supporting our newly formed troops. 

Joining the ranks of Berkeley Heights Girl Scout Leaders are: 

Hope Cassano 


Theresa Logan 

Eileen Coyle 


Kathy McLoughlin 

Tammy D’Alto 


Cathy Pitingolo

Mary Rose Dowling 

Nancy Reiner 

Annette Emmanuel 

Betty Shea 

Margaret Illis 

Sandy Tullo 





Pam Yoss
Our newest Girl Scouts would not have found a place without these wonderful women who stepped up to the plate!   We are so grateful and welcome these new leaders! 

2nd Grade Overnight

Our second grade Brownies will have an overnight this year at Kidsports in Woodbridge on March 26, 2004.  The girls will enjoy a variety of activities including swimming, team games, obstacle course, movies and pizza!   These second graders had their first overnight last year as a Mommy & Me.  This next step in “over-nighting”, with less parents attending, will help prepare them for participation in our community encampments at Camp Hoover.  Thanks to Theresa Gonnelli and Pam Hegarty for organizing this event.

Daisy Days

We like to make our Daisy Girl Scouts feel welcome!  In October, Senior Troop #393 sponsored the Annual Teddy Bear Tea  held for all our new Daisy Girl Scouts.   Senior Girl Scouts Jen Berntson, Erin Bradley, Caitlin Davis, Melissa Kidd, Andrea Orrico, Samantha Tinkham and Katie Zaeh were hostesses to 37 smiling Daisy Girl Scouts from Troop 335 (Hughes), Troop 290 (Mountain Park) and Troop 257 (Woodruff).  Each girl brought her favorite teddy bear to share in the fun.  

The Daisies were treated to a morning of Girl Scout programs which included games such as Teddy, Teddy, Bear (a.k.a. Duck, Duck, Goose) story telling, crafts (a personalized frame with their photo).  They even earned their violet petal by making and exchanging “Teddy Bear” cards.  A good time was had by all and we hope this is the beginning of many happy years in Girl Scouting for all the girls.

Gold Awards Achieved

The Gold Award is the highest honor in Girl Scouting. The prerequisites prior to even beginning to work on the final Gold Award project are to numerous to mention.  In general, it takes two to three years to complete.  The final step requires a total of 50 hours contributed to the development and implementation of the chosen project.  This time must include hours performed in service and in leadership.  Girls who achieve this goal learn skills such as leadership, project management, organization, coordination and perseverance. 

We are proud to honor the following Gold Award recipients Lisa Corrado, Alexandra Denby, Maria DeOliveria, Michelle Harris, Ellen Hukkelhoven,   Crystalyn Vicendese and Caitlin Zimmerman.

Lisa Corrado, Crissy Vicendese & Caitlin Zimmerman planned and hosted monthly theme parties for Children Together Shelter in South Orange.  Alexandra Denby planned and executed an after-school enrichment program for first graders at Hamilton Terrace.  Maria DeOliveria developed and published a bicylce safety booklet.  She also planned and ran a bike rodeo at a local nursery school.  Michelle Harris designed and constructed a video cabinet for the Plainfield YMCA.  She collected and cataloged over 300 videos. 

Ellen Hukkelhoven designed and made the BH Public Library Historical file accessible to the local community. 

The names of these Gold Award recipients will now be listed on the Gold Award Honor Roll plaque that hangs at Mountain Park School.  

Girl Scout Fashion Show

Troop 568 is planning a Fashion Show for the Brownie troops and their moms. The Fashion show is scheduled for February 7, 2004.  Refreshments will be served, fashions from a local retailer will be shown and each girl will receive a patch and goodie bag.  The cost is $5.00 per person and will be presented at Governor Livingston High School.  The reservations are on first-come-first-serve since space is limited. For more information contact Cari Wilson at 771-9881.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Making A Difference!!

Troop 393 Silver Award Update
Last year, three Girl Scouts of Troop 393 earned their Silver Award by guiding an immigrant through the citizenship process.  We are proud to announce that their student, Myrna Aquino, became Berkeley Height's newest citizen on October 14, 2003.  She passed her test with flying colors with the tutoring help of these Girl Scouts and was lucky enough to be sworn in as a citizen on the same day.  

This was an eye opening and exciting experience that many of us never deal with.  These girls, Jen Berntson, Andrea Orrico, and Katie Zaeh now realize what it takes to become an American, which many of us takes for granted.  Congrats to all!

Someone Special Dance

Cadette Troop #747 will host the 3rd Annual Someone Special Dance for  Kindergarten through 4th grade Girl Scouts and their fathers or fatherly friends.  The dance will be held Friday, April 16 from 7-9PM at Columbia School.  

Last year’s event was a great success!  The girls enjoyed dancing and carnival games in the gym.  In the cafeteria were crafts for the girls and the “someone specials” enjoyed the passed hors d’oeuvres and gourmet desserts served by the girls of Troop #747.  Registration forms for this event will be sent home through troop leaders in January.   All participants must registrer individually (not through troop leaders) as detailed on the form.  Please be sure to register on time.  Due to the popularity of this event we will not be able to accommodate anyone after the registration deadline.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WWW.BHGIRLSCOUTS.COM
Please visit our web site!  Volunteer Dorene McFarland has put together a wonderful web site making it easy for parents and leaders to find all the information they need.  Dorene continues to update this site with valuable information helpful to both families and troops.  This site has become an essential resource for our community of Girl Scouts!   Thanks Dorene! 

Theatre Party

Each year, Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council sponsors a Theatre Party.  The event is a benefit performance for the Council and includes the raffle of a large variety of theme baskets.  Last year our Service Unit contributed a Mardi Gras Theme Basket, which included an assortment of gifts including a certificate for dinner at the Meyersville Inn.  Much thanks all the troops who contributed to this basket.  Troops 182, 398, 419, 947, 221, 957, 940, 225 and 747.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Gifts for Girls

The Gifts for Girls Campaign was kicked off in February 2003 and we wound down our donations in June.  I am very proud to report that our community exceeded their financial goal for the second year in a row.  We raised over $2900.00 this year for GSWRC.  I thank everyone for their support of this very worthy cause.  By raising the money we have, council is able to do a wide variety of things to promote the Girl Scout movement such as: 
*  Work directly with every Senior  Girl Scout assisting in pursuit of her Gold Award. 

*  Ensure we receive the training that we need through council sponsored classes. 

*  Enable girls to attend programs that they may not otherwise have the ability to attend such as Camp Hoover Programs. 

*  Provide insurance, administrative and financial support and insurance to our Service Team, Leaders and troops. 

This amazing show of support overwhelms me.  I am so proud to belong to a community that shows what a great big heart they have!! Thank you so much for your support this year, without it we could not be as successful as we are.  I look forward to kicking off another GFG campaign in February and hopefully we can once again surpass our financial goal in 2004!

Sincerely, Carmela Arale

Gifts for Girls Chairperson, 2004

2003 Gifts for Girls

Contributors
Ms. Carmela Arale

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Aronow

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Barbera

Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Beisser

Mr. & Mrs. David P. Bennett

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Berntson

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Bjorge

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Bohrer

Ms. Sharon A. Brookes

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth M. Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Simon Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Busby

Mr. & Mrs. John T. Bussiculo

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Clark

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey T. Cronin

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. Curran

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin P. Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas DeMarco

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Dendinger

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Denike

Mr. & Mrs. Steven B. Dilly

Ms. Kimberly A. Dobbs

Mr. & Mrs. W. Craig Dougherty

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Dryer

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey K. Ebert

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Evans

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Fergus

Ms. Randi Fluta

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua S. Friedlander

Ms. Linda M. Fuller

Mr. & Mrs. Barry J. Gonnelli

Mr. & Mrs. Milton H. Gonzales

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Graisser

Dr. & Mrs. James J. Hakim

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Harrison

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth B. Hart

Ms. Stephanie Henderson

Mr. & Mrs. Mark P. Hoehn

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew W. Hoffmann

Mr. & Mrs. Gary F. Hom

Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Jamolawicz

Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel A. Kay

Mr. & Mrs. Daren L. Kingi

Mr. & Mrs. Edward D. Kingsley

Paul J. Kontur

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan LaBella

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lanza 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lombardi

Mr. & Mrs. Ignacio M. Machado

Bethsabe MacKnight

Mr. & Mrs. Sean P. Manns

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald A. Martingano

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel R. McConvey

Mr. & Mrs. Dominick F. Milano

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew F. Moran

Meredith A. Morgan

Mr. & Mrs. Berry Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Harry A. Nord

Mr. & Mrs. Mario M. Oliveira

Ms. Aurora R. Orrico

Mr. & Mrs. Gerhard R. Peters

Mr. & Mrs. Rajagopalan K. Raman

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Romanko

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Scheinholtz

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Seifert

Mr. & Mrs. Sebastian Serrano

Ms. Betty J. Shea

Mr. & Mrs. Cory Silverstein

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory J. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Philip E. Spellman

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin E. St. Onge

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis M. Toft

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Traub

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Valenti

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Vicendese

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Vill

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher M. Vislocky

Mr. & Mrs. Roger D. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. David W. Warde

Ms. Alice E. White
Troops News

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Brownie Troop #919 (1st grade Hamilton Terrace) welcomed four new girls this year, growing from nine to thirteen members. At our first meeting, the girls voted on the Try-its they were interested in learning more about. A Try-it is the name of the badges earned at the Brownie Girl Scout level.  We took advantage of the beautiful fall weather and started with the Watching Wildlife Try-it. The group examined earthworms with a magnifying glass and flashlight, went on a scavenger hunt around Hamilton Terrace in search of items different animals might use for their food or home, and finished with a talk and hike with a naturalist at the Watchung Reservation. 

In November, we will begin the Safety Sense Try-it with activities and a trip to the Berkeley Heights Fire Station. We'll finish 2003 with an Investiture Ceremony in December where the girls will officially become Brownies and be presented with various pins and patches. Thanks to mom Deborah Kane for coordinating our nut and magazine sale and to all the moms for their timely response to forms, car seats, and volunteer time.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Troops Working for the Troops 

Who can resist Girl Scout cookies?  No one, of course!  So last spring Junior Troop #61 (5th grade Woodruff) decided that holding a booth sale at Kings would be a great way to raise money for the troop.  They also decided to make signs asking for donations for the U.S. troops fighting in Iraq.  We ended up with 53 boxes of cookies.  

(Troops working for troops continued)

Several past graduates of Governor Livingston High School who are serving in the war were the lucky recipients of these cookies as well as letters written by the girls.  We never expected to receive anything back but to our surprise the people written to did respond and were very appreciative.  Having a Girl Scout cookie in the middle of the desert was a real treat!

Troop 61 was proud and felt great about their community service work.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Troop 650 achieves their Bronze Award

Prevent Child Abuse - NJ needed drawstring bags for their Family Outreach Program.  Troop 650 (7th grade Columbia) saw this as an opportunity to help children as well as incorporate this project into earning their Bronze Award.  The troop has sewn 160 drawstring bags for childcare centers throughout Hudson County.  The girls purchased the material with their troop funds and took all the steps to create the final drawstring bags.  To heighten program awareness, the girls visited with different Girl Scout troops within Berkeley Heights to assist them in decorating the bags.

Troop 650 was successful in completing all the prerequisite work as well as the project.  This past Spring they were awarded the Bronze Pin.

Troop #221 works toward

Their Bronze Award

Last year Junior Troop 221 (6th grade Columbia) decided that we would like to do the Bronze Award.  Coming up with a project was quite a challenge as we all had different ideas of what we wanted to do!  Some of us wanted to do a project that involved babies.  Others preferred the idea of working with the elderly, and some wanted to help children of our own age who were less fortunate than we were.   We finally decided on a project that would “help as many people of all ages as possible”.

So this past year we collected candy for the soldiers abroad, tried to knit hats for babies in hospitals (note the word ‘tried’!), took part in the Berkeley Heights Clean Up Day (our third year), and we helped out at as many Girl Scout events as we could – the Woodruff School Picnic, the Hayride, and the Fall Festival at Woodruff School.  We also taught some songs to a Brownie Troop.

We are now working on organizing the Mitten Tree celebrations (which will probably be over by the time you read this!).  It is a big job and some of

The things we have had to do is pick out a craft for three different levels of Girl Scouts, work out how many of each craft we needed, sort it into

troops and then distributed it to everyone.   We also had to work out how many barricades we needed at Peppertown Park to keep everyone safe, as well

as how much apple cider we needed and how many cookies we each had to bake so that everyone could have a snack.  Then we decorated boxes for the

knitted items, and made signs so that everyone will know where they are supposed to go when they get to the Mitten Tree.  One of the biggest jobs we

had to do was to plan the ceremony so that everyone could take part.  It is nice to collect winter clothing and food while bringing smiles to the Berkeley Heights Girl Scouts.

Written By Junior Girl Scouts 

Jen Brookes & Jen Cardone 
Troop #947

Bridge to Junior Girl Scouts
Girl Scouts of Berkeley Heights would like to welcome its newest JUNIOR Girl Scouts: the girls of Troop 947!   On October 3, twenty-three Brownie Girl Scouts crossed the bridge to Juniors in a beautiful ceremony at Mountain Park School.  We were welcomed into Juniors and treated to the Girl Scout Promise in sign language by Troop 209, Mountain Park fifth graders. 

 Troop 947 celebrated our first days as Juniors by attending Junior Weekend at Camp Hoover the weekend of October 4 and 5.  A fabulous time was had by all!  The girls are: Abby Blecker, Alecia Collins, Rebecca Curran, Samantha Dowling, Sarah Friedlander, Kaitlyn Hoehn, Kaitlyn Kohler, Laura Lanthier, Ilana Levine , Courtney Paone, Nicole Pastore, Olivia Plocinski , Christine Policastro, Alyssa Polimeni, Holly Ream, Briana Robertello, Danielle Rosenthal, Barbara Ruchlicki , Emily Stecher, Laura Tierney, Nicole Vill,  Naomi Warde and Marci Wolfish.

Troop 947 would like to extend a special thank you to Cathy Stiles, Service Unit Ceremonies Coordinator, for her help in making our bridging beautiful and to Ann Marie Stecher for her work on the “Growing with Girls” display that made our bridging meaningful. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Sports + Girls Scouts = FUN!

Sharing the fun of sports with others was on the mind of Troop 14 (8th grade Columbia).  While working on their On the Playing Field interest project the troop collected sports equipment. Many items were collected and then contributed to a local charity organization for distribution.  The troop wanted to help others enjoy the fun that sports can bring.

           Cadette Girl Scouts

           Working Together
As part of a service project activity for the Paper Works Interest Project Troops 142, 398 and 568 (7th & 8Th grades, Columbia) created sets of cards to be contributed to area nursing homes.  The troops learned the art of quilling and using this skill they decorated greeting cards.  The cards were put in a package of four cards with matching envelopes and wrapped with a ribbon.  Each card package contained two birthday, one thank you and one thinking of you cards.  The troops enjoyed making the packages and sharing them with nursing home residents.  The troops hope that in turn these cards will bring joy to the recipients of the cards.

The Adventures of Troop 748

Girl Scout Troop 748 (3rd & 4th grades,Hughes) has been doing lots of fun things this year.  Our first meeting was cancelled because of the power outage.  For one meeting we went to the Lord Stirling Stables and learned all about horses and ponies.  Some of the favorite horses we saw were Uncle, Knight and Chocolate Chip.  We also learned about the colors of horses including gray, bay, black, brown, and paint.  At another meeting we made Halloween bags.  Lots of Girl Scouts used them for Halloween.  We also made a troop flag.  It is very colorful.  For our third meeting, we went to Trailside Museum.  We learned all about reptiles.  This year we welcomed a new member, Kathryn Tishchenko.  She has been hoping to make a t-shirt with all of our self-portraits.  In future meetings we will be taking pictures for the Camera Shots badge and bridging to Juniors. 

Written By Brownie Girl Scout 

Kelsey O’Donnell
Troop 568 Makes Donation

Girl Scout Troop 568 (7th grade Columbia) donated two books to Columbia Middle School.  Through their Annual Nut Sales, Troop 568 earned two Readers Digest reference books.  The troop chose to donate these to Columbia Middle School.  At the donating event the Troop presented the books to Ms. Cheryl Houck (Media Specialist). Mr. Jack Dennis (Principal) and Mr. Reginald Sainte-Rose (Assistant Principal) were also present to thank the troop for their contribution. Members of Troop 568 are Beverly Yang, Elizabeth Wilson, Susanne Rocklein, Erin Lynch, Abigail Gualtieri, Alexandra Dryer, and Caroline Busby. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Trick or Treating for the Troops

Working with the Summit Area Red Cross Brownie Troop #940 (2nd grade Hughes) conducted a Trick or Treats for the Troops!  The Girl Scouts collected unwanted Halloween candy and shipped to our troops overseas.  They did an outstanding job collecting 10, 804 pieces of candy totaling 350 p pounds!  They shipped a total of 18 boxes divided into 337 goodie bags.  It took 13 girls two hours to prepare all the good bags.  It just goes to show you even our younger troops can make a difference!  Nice job girls!! 

Troop 419 Off to a Great Start!

 The Brownie Girl Scouts of Troop #419, 1st grade Hamilton Terrace, kicked off the year by earning the “Friends are Fun” patch, getting to know new members of the troop.  Then on to “Making Music Try-it” making instruments and a special performance by Mr. Zach.    We are currently working on Girl Scout Way Try-it and looking forward to a great year for all! 









