
Dear Girl Scouts, Friends and Families,

You may wonder what your daughter does at her troop meeting.  Read on!  You will be so pleased at the variety of troop activities that are taking place that are fun, enterprising and community minded.  Your daughter has contributed to the Berkeley Heights community in so many ways that you just have to be impressed when you read our “Troop News”!   From Daisies to Seniors these girls impact our community with their volunteer work, and unless their photo happens to be in the local newspaper, most of it goes unrecognized except by the beneficiaries.  

We have over 470 Girl Scouts in Berkeley Heights and we are so proud to share their troop activities with you.

*********************

One Girl Scout we would like to give a special mention to is  Megan N. from Troop 953 who completed her Girl Scout Gold Award in December 2004.  

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest achievement that a young woman can earn in Girl Scouting.  The award helps girls to develop skills in leadership, career exploration, self-discovery and service.  It takes two to three years to complete 

a Gold Award, the final step requiring a total of 50 hours commitment to the 

development and implementation of the chosen project.  Megan used all her skills working with the residents and staff of a new ARC home in New Providence.  Her goal was to introduce the residents to their new home and community.  She organized two Christmas parties, a spring craft day and a "paint with oils" day.  

At all the events Megan included members of the Girl Scout community and her church, Faith Lutheran in New Providence.  In her efforts, Megan established a foundation of volunteer involvement and helped create a positive working relationship with the ARC staff 

and residents of the home.  
Megan’s name will now be listed on the Gold Award Honor Roll plaque that hangs in Mountain Park School.

           Congratulations Megan!

Teddy Bear Tea 

***************
The Teddy Bear Tea has quickly become a tradition here in Berkeley Heights.   This tea is hosted by a Senior troop in town shortly after the Daisy troops are formed in the fall.  Started as a community project by one troop, it has been passed down from Senior troop to Senior troop.  This year’s tea was no exception.  11th grade Senior Troop 393 hosted and did a marvelous job of entertaining our newest scouts and their bear friends.  The girls and their bears got to play all sorts of bear games, make bear crafts and of course, have bear snacks (teddy grahams no less)!  What a wonderful way for the Daisy troops to start their scouting experience.

Mitten Tree

***********
Big Thanks to Troop 182 for organizing our 39th annual Mitten Tree celebration.  We have held this celebration as a way for the girls of our community to help families with food supplies and knitted items.  Even the trees themselves and the decorations that the girls make all go to make the holiday season a little brighter!  

Girl Scout Birthday Party

************************
Our annual Girl Scout Birthday Party held for all B.H. Girl Scouts and their families was held on Saturday, March 12th at the Florham Park Roller Rink.  We had over 300 girls and their families attend this year.  This is a special event for many of our girls as they can bring their families and share the Girl Scout fun.  As a service unit, we love sponsoring this event as a way of saying thanks to the parents of all these great girls.  Many thanks go to Eileen Ferguson for once again graciously organizing the event, and special thanks to Lisa Kulback and Cindy Deegan for executing Eileen’s plans. 

Philadelphia Zoo Lock In

***********************
In October 2004, 109 girls and leaders from 10 troops in B.H. traveled to Philadelphia for a “Night Flight” lock in with the animals at the zoo.  Activities included an interactive theater show, meeting a zookeeper, and the opportunity to see some of the animals in their ‘night mode’ by taking a walk around the zoo in the dark, with of course flashlights and glow sticks!  

This is one of the most popular trips that the Service Unit offers to Girl Scouts.  A huge Thank You to Patti Evans who organized the trip.  The feedback we got after the trip was tremendous and everyone said the same thing “Our girls loved it”.  (Moms are sometimes not quite so enthralled as the floor can feel somewhat unyielding to sleep on!)

Encampment 2005 

*****************
 By the time you read this two town wide 

Encampments will have taken place.  First was a Mommy & Me for all girls K through 

3rd grade that over 180 girls and their moms attended, and second was our 

Spring is Almost Here” encampment for 4th grade and up.  We had over 200 girls and leaders for this one!  The Mommy & Me was truly a great success and fun for everyone involved.  So many troops helped to make this a great event – a quick shout of thanks to Senior Troops 225, 142, 398, and Cadette Troops 568, 650, 221.  Thank you to Kim St. Onge for organizing the weekend, and to Kim Spellman who deserves a medal for her endurance in making over 600 perfect pancakes!

         Troop 335 at Camp Hoover

************************************

“Thanks for giving us memories to last a lifetime, not just for the girls, but for all of the moms too”.






Pam Yoss


335 Brownie Troop Leader
************************************

Troop News

*****************
Holiday Crafts for

      Seniors

Daisy Troop 178 spent December making holiday crafts that were delivered to the B.H. Convalescent Center.  The decorative garland and bookmarks were so well received that the troop planned a Valentine’s Day visit to the center.  Residents and Daisies alike shared songs, crafts and snacks.  Many of the Daisies want to write letters to their new friends at the center and they are all anxious to go back and visit again.

***********************************

“I love Mommy being there and the crafts we made for the party too.”

                               Daisy Shannon S.


    Troop 224

************************************
Brownie Troop 419 Update

2005 is already proving to be an exciting year for our troop!  We kicked off the year with a community service project in which our troop organized a book drive for the troops overseas. The girls collected books, decorated boxes to ship the books in and also made bookmarks for the troops. They did an outstanding job!

Working torward their Penny Power Try-It the girl's set up and shopped in their own store, made origami dollar rings and later took an exciting trip to Commerce Bank.

Several girls’ and mom's attended the Mommy & Me at Camp Hoover. We really enjoyed the trip and fun activities that were planned and the girl's had a blast!

We are currently working on the Caring and Sharing Try-It in which the girl's decorated aprons for each other that were used at a trip to the King's cooking school.  The girls toured the store discussing nutrition, and then created homemade pizzas.   It was a great opportunity to demonstrate how we care about each other on an outing and the girl's really enjoyed receiving the aprons they made for each other.
On the horizon the girl's are planning a community service project with Children’s Specialized Hospital, and they are looking forward to planning an outing with some of their cookie money.

*********************

Hughes Fourth Grade                Troop

Hughes fourth grade Troop 340 has been enjoying a busy year.  Our troop started off the year with a visit to the beach at Sandy Hook, NJ to work on our "Water Wonders" badge.  We also learned about retailing and put on a fashion show at "Limited Too" in the Bridgewater Mall.  We had a speaker from the Girl Project deliver a program called "How to Say what you Mean without being Mean" and took photos of each other and visited Channel 12 in Edison, NJ to earn our "Camera Shots" badge.  Our most recent trip was to Union Sports Arena for an afternoon of ice-skating.  We are looking forward to camping in March and having a bake sale to benefit charity. 

**********************

Troop 620 News

Troop 620 has been busy over the past few months.  In December, girls from the troop assisted the Berkeley Heights Special Events Committee with their Winter Craft Day that was held in the Township Recreation Center. The girls assisted younger area children in making winter crafts.  

Then in January, the troop held a bake sale at Columbia Middle School to benefit the tsunami victims.  The troop raised $182.00 for the Unicef Tsunami Relief Fund.  Everyone had fun while benefiting a good cause.  In February, the girls went snow tubing at Blue Mountain in Pennsylvania.  It was fantastic!  Now we are getting ready for Spring Encampment at Camp Hoover and beginning our spring service project, which will be collecting materials to be given to children in foster care through an organization called Kidz Pax.    

**********************

Bake Sale at Mountain Park

Junior Girl Scout Troop 254 from Mountain Park held a bake sale at their school to collect money towards the relief efforts of the Asian Tsunami.  The girls worked hard preparing for this event and did a great job handling the crowd of supporters after school.  Their efforts rewarded them with $289 in sales and donations, and their donation to the relief fund was the amount of $300.

In normal circumstances Girl Scouts are not allowed to raise money for other organizations.  In light of this tragedy, GSUSA raised the ban until September 1st 2005 to help those affected by the tsunami.  Troop 254 was so proud to have been able to help.

************************ 

Busy Daisy Troop!

The Mountain Park Daisy Troop 242 has been a very enthusiastic group of kindergarten girls. Our December meeting was held at their troop leader's home and Troop 242 worked on their "Make the World a Better Place" petal, by making holiday cards for the residents at Runnells Hospital and baking holiday cookies for their families.  

In January, Troop 242 worked on their "Considerate and Caring" petal, by reading "The Kissing Hand", learning how to say I Love You in sign language and making "Kissing Hand" magnets for their families.

Some of the troop's future activities will include learning Girl Scout songs from a Cadette Troop 221, they are all excited to attend the skating party in March, and in the Spring will be making bird houses for their "Use Resources Wisely" petal. We are all having fun learning what Girl Scouts is all about and as one of our Troop 242 Daisies cheered at the last meeting, "I wish Daisies was EVERY day". 

That says it all doesn't it!

************************

My First Camping Trip at Camp Hoover

    by  Colleen F., Brownie G. S.

I had so much fun at Camp Hoover!  I was one of the only two 3rd graders there!  My favorite part was when we did the arts and crafts.  The tour was fun.  I saw a lot of things such as where we were sleeping, the lake (too bad we didn’t get to swim), the sports center and where the counselors sleep.   The breakfast was yummy!  The game Indian Chief was fun!  The beds were not that comfortable but I slept good.  Some noise kept me up a little.  I also liked when we did a sheet on how much we knew about our mom.  I got a couple wrong.  My mom did not get anything wrong.  It was fun when we learned some new songs.  I was so tired after I came back from Camp Hoover.

************************

Lights!  Camera!  Action!

Fifteen Junior Girl Scouts from Troop 947, fifth graders at Mountain Park School, hammed it up for the camera as they earned the Camera Shots badge recently.  With the guidance of troop mom Ann Marie Stecher, the girls explored many aspects of photography including still picture taking (landscapes, objects, portraits and action poses); video taping (recording, editing, transferring and special effects); and equipment maintenance (maintaining, cleaning, loading, and recharging).  They experimented to identify the impact of distance, light, and movement on their final product. These camera bugs are now equipped to use photographic and video images to tell a story, record an event or illustrate a writing piece. Of course, all hamming it up for the camera had a great time.  Smile and say “CHEESE”! 

************************

Troop 398 Silver Award Project

      Written by Megan L., Troop 398

Camp Hoover has always been a sort of Girl Scout playground, a place inspiring songs and games, a place to swim, to boat, to build fires, take hikes, and just camp out beneath the stars during the dark, deep nights.  So many Girl Scouts adore Camp Hoover, and some have decided to give back to it.  

Berkeley Height’s Troop 398 decided to do just that by updating the trail guide to Camp Hoover’s Nature Trail.  This trail leads those who take it from the mess hall all around the camp back to Sky Top, with 14 stops along the way. A guide that accompanies it has information about the 14 stops, but has not been revised for many years. 

For their Silver Award, the Troop revised the guide to the trail by changing information where it no longer applied or adding new text where they thought it necessary. The girls split up the guide so each person had two or three sections to modify. They made new signs by routing and painting them, as well as going up on a rainy weekend to hang the signs up. These signs will signal stops, any specific trees mentioned in the guide, or arrows to show a sudden turn. The troop visited both the local public library and Camp Hoover to gather new information to adjust the guide.

The trail includes some fun activities at its closing. These games are designed to teach girls of all ages about nature. These small projects are stored in the Nature Center. In addition to their work on the guide, the troop added new games to those existing, writing up instructions and making samples. This project, carried out by these five hard-working scouts has created a new improved guide to enable future Girl Scouts to take this trail and understand more about the nature in Camp Hoover.

************************

Daisy Doings

Daisy Troop 315 has been busy earning their Promise Circle and Daisy Petals.

They started off their first meeting earning the Promise Circle with the help of Junior Troop 748.  Troop 748 taught them about the friendship circle, the Girl Scout sign, and the quiet sign. Everyone practiced the promise and then played a game putting the phrases of the promise in order.  The Juniors taught the Daisies two songs, I'm a Little Daisy and Make New Friends, and helped end the meeting with the friendship squeeze.  

At other meetings, the Daisies earned the Rose Petal (Make the World a Better Place) by making a pine cone bird feeder, the Spring Green Petal (Considerate and

Caring) by making a card for someone special, the Green Petal (Use Resources

Wisely) by making a sunflower craft using recycled cardboard tubes, and the

Red and Magenta Petals (Courageous and Strong and Respect Authority) by

visiting the Tiger Schulman Karate Studio.  

Several of the Daisies also attended the Mommy and Me camping weekend and enjoyed participating in the crafts and walking the nature trail guided by members of Senior Troop 398 - helping them to meet the final requirements to earn the Silver Award - Congratulations!  

The girls of Daisy Troop 315 are eagerly looking forward to the end of the school year when they will be bridging to Brownies.

************************************

“I love learning and singing the songs.”
                       Kaitlyn T.
                       Daisy Troop 224

************************************

Troop 748 Supports St. Hubert's

          Statewide Pet Food Drive

Junior Troop 748 has been very busy and active this year.  For their first

meeting they worked as a team and designed and made troop t-shirts.  At

their next meeting they went on a field trip to the Great Swamp and learned

about wildlife in New Jersey. 

      Troop 748 makes great TV

At other meetings they worked on the Mitten Tree craft, helped Daisy Troop 315 earn their promise circle, made snowflakes for the younger troop encampment, met with Senior Troop 398 to learn about earning the Bronze Award and their activities to earn the Silver Award, took a guided tour of the Paper Mill Playhouse, visited Television Studio 36 and recorded a public service announcement that was broadcast in February. 

The girls then began work on their service project working towards their Bronze Award.   Troop 748 has

decided to collect food and pet supplies for St. Hubert's Statewide Pet Food

Drive.  This is the 7th year of St. Hubert's Pet Food Drive and all the food

and supplies collected are distributed to animal shelters across the state.

The girls have taken             [image: image1.wmf] 

on different assignments to make this project a success including spokespeople, who will ask for permission to set up a collection box at various locations; public outreach who will write press releases about the service project and submit them to the local newspapers, television stations, PTA, the Berkeley Heights SUM, etc., and marketing who will create posters, flyers and collection boxes.                                                      [image: image2.wmf]        The girls plan to start collecting pet food and supplies in April. At future meetings Troop 748 will also be making dog and cat toys, cooking dog biscuits, visiting the Seeing Eye in Morristown, and visiting the Union County K9 Unit.  The girls are also looking forward to the upcoming encampment.

********************

Brownie Troop 257 News

Troop 257 started out the year with six new troop members.  So the first few meetings everyone got acquainted.   In September the girls received their first Brownie level “try it” patch called America Cares Patriotic Patch.  They also made their own nametags and drew art pictures to transfer onto t-shirts.  The pictures were transferred onto t-shirts at the October meeting and, wah lah, patch number 2 was earned, Art to Wear.  

By the November meeting we all felt comfortable with each other and decided to focus ground rules for the meeting and what responsibilities the girls would take on during the meetings.  As a result, each child is assigned a job at each meeting and we also added a flag ceremony.                    

At our December meeting we had a fun holiday party.  We also attended Troop 182’s Mitten Tree ceremony, which seemed to be a great success.  In January two very talented & beautiful troop Mom’s volunteered (mom’s Deegan and Tesoro).  We made valentines and valentine placemats for a nearby convalescent home.  So far we are off to a great year!  

********************

Blankets for SAGE

Junior Troop 182 has made blankets for the residents in SAGE.  The girls in the troop are Rikki A., Carinne F., Alexis S., Laura R., Laura A., Emily G., Stephanie G., Christina C., Dani T., Erin S. and Briana B.  They worked very hard on these blankets.  The troop worked on this service project in order to earn their Bronze Award/Community Service hours.  Troop 182 plans to visit the new SAGE facility in Summit sometime in the near future so that they can present the guests of the SAGE home with their new blankets.

Troop 180 Continues To Bake for the

               Starfish Food Pantry

The two members of Senior Troop 180, Colleen N. and NaDea J., are again 

co-ordinating the baking of over 125 cakes for the holiday baskets of the 

Starfish Food Pantry of Plainfield.  

This effort began when they were in seventh grade.  Initially, the cakes were provided for the holiday baskets distributed in December.  Two years ago, they increased their effort to include the baskets distributed in March/April.   The baking includes volunteers from Woodruff School, Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence Girl Scouts and many others.  The cake mixes are provided by the Pantry and donations of foil baking pans, oil, eggs and frosting are solicited from local food stores.

***********************

Patriotic Daisies

Daisy Troop 224 started off the year making patriotic snowmen and daisy picture frames for the men and women in the 1 -150th National Guard Troop of NJ stationed in Iraq. We are told that the men loved the snowmen, especially since they won't be seeing snow this winter.  This helped us earn our Considerate and Caring petal.  

In February we earned our Courageous and Strong petal by having each girl present a show and tell and by reading

The Little Engine That Could.  We also started working on our Use Resources Wisely petal by discussing the many things the library has to offer and by making a valentine bookmark for each girl.  The girls also made Valentine potpourri jars for their family by using old baby food jars.  

We are so looking forward to March when we invited Daisy Troop 178 to our meeting to celebrate the Girl Scout Birthday.  We will be earning the Be A Sister to Every Girl Scout petal as well as the Use Resources Wisely Petal.  The two troops will be making noisemakers out of old paper towel holders and hats out of newspaper.  We will be playing games of pin the petal on the Daisy, and reading the Juliette Low story using props to keep the girls focused on our founder.  They will also be making a gift to exchange with each other and of course having cupcakes and punch!  

***********************************

 

" I like Daisies because I like getting the petals, they make me feel good."

 
                                      Ariana S.



        Troop 224

***********************************

Troop 919


Hughes Brownie Troop 919 has been busy this year sampling a variety of interests and activities.  At their first meeting in September, the girls voted on Try-Its to earn and that set in motion the planning of the year's activities and trips.  Working on the Colors and Shapes try-it in October, they created a mobile and visited the interactive "Springs, Sprockets & Pulleys" sculpture exhibit at the Morris Museum. 

November was highlighted by a visit from Phys Ed teacher and NJ Lacrosse Hall of Famer Mary Beth Driscoll, who led the girls in a series of games and sports in the Columbia School gym for the Sports 'n Games try-it.  

In November and December the girls scanned cookbooks and created a "healthful" snack menu of pizza, lollipop cookies, gingerbread cookies plus chocolate pudding and used the cooking facilities in the Columbia Life Skills room to make their own delicious snacks and treats for the Make It, Eat It try-it. 

In January the girls kicked off the annual Girl Scout cookie campaign by playing money games, budgeting and purchasing their snacks from the "snack store" in our meeting room, decorating a coin bank and taking a tour of Commerce Bank in Berkeley Heights. Altogether these eager Brownies sold an amazing 342 boxes of Girl Scout cookies!  

In February, the girls visited activity stations manned by mom volunteers and made recycled paper, marker butterflies, flubber and kazoos for the Science Wonders try-it.  Upcoming events for March will include making puppets and attending a play for the Let's Pretend try-it. 

In April the Brownies will be planning and implementing a community service project, and in May we will be working on the Water Everywhere try-it, just in time for spring.   Thank you to all the girls for their enthusiasm and to the parents for volunteering, driving and supporting our troop.

*********************

Troop 221 Happenings!

As Cadettes, Girl Scouting has been different for us this year!   We are working towards earning our Silver Award, and instead of always doing everything as a troop, we often divide into smaller groups to work on specific Interest Projects.   It’s great getting together at weekends to work on our I.P.s and plan our service projects, but its a lot of work!  We’re looking forward to relaxing at Camp Hoover!  Some of the projects we have worked on this year are:  wrapping Christmas presents for nine families in Hillside and delivering the gifts to them; we compiled personalized songbooks for Daisy troops; we held a troop Christmas toy drive; we made snowflakes for the Mommy & Me encampment and helped out during that weekend; we helped out at the Arts & Crafts day at the Rec Center during the winter holiday; we put out cans for the A.H.E.P.A. Bone Marrow Donor Registry, and we put up ribbons along Springfield Avenue for Red Ribbon week.  At the March encampment we are holding yoga and cheerleading workshops.

Two of our troop members – Giuliana P. and Amy K. are responsible for the wonderful Girl Scout display at the Berkeley Heights Public Library.

************************************

“I enjoy having my mother as Troop Leader and Cookie Manager because she gets to share many of the fun experiences we have as Girl Scouts, and she can answer all of my questions.” 



      Lori J.


      Cadette Girl Scout

************************************

  2004-2005 Service Team
The Berkeley Heights Girl Scout Service Team is a group of dedicated volunteers who help to organize events and product sales, and who provide administrative support to the leaders and parents of Girl Scouts in Berkeley Heights.

     Sharon Brookes & Kim St. Onge


 Service Unit Managers

Carmela Arale
            Secretary

Peggy Dendinger               Treasurer

Alyson Heissler                 Registrar

Cathy Stiles
                  Ceremonies

Jean Jamolawicz Cookie Sales Manager

Debbie Hom          Nut Sales Manager

JoAnn Dilly                 T-shirt sales

Dorene McFarland           Webmaster 

School Consultants:  Patti Boise, Sharon Brookes, Kathleen Harrison, Stephanie Henderson and Cindy Deegan.

Our Special Events organizers include Kim Spellman, Susan Berntson, Eileen Ferguson, Patti Evans, Carmela Arale, Jennifer Lombardi, Theresa Gonnelli, Pam Hegarty and Kim St. Onge.

Thank you so much to everyone who volunteers.

We would also like to thank all the local businesses who continue to support our Girl Scout troops.   Thank you!

For the past six years the Berkeley Heights Service Unit has organized events for the girls, including 

* Townwide encampments at Camp Hoover

* World Thinking Day

* Girl Scouts Birthday Party at 

         Florham Park Roller Rink 

* Lock-ins at the Philadelphia Zoo,


         Liberty Science Center and 

         Imagine That

* Someone Special & Me Dinner Dance

    for the younger girls and their fathers 

* Someone Special Baseball Game for

         older girls and their fathers 

* Daisy Teddy Bear Tea

* Kidsports overnighter for third 

         graders

* Walking tour of New York City

* Hayrides at the Trailside Nature

          Center

* Buehler space camp sixth grade lock-in

* Mitten Tree Ceremony

* Daughter-Leader outings including 

          attending a play

* Taking part in the Memorial Day Parade 

          in Berkeley Heights, and 

* Of course selling nuts and candy and

          Girl Scout cookies.  

On top of this the older girls have organized and run camping workshops, fashion shows, science fairs and many other events to bring all ages of Girl Scouts together.  We also present a display in the Public Library during the month of March, we have our own newsletter, and of course our excellent and constantly updated website: www.bhgirlscouts.com. 
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