FROM TROOP #221 – A FEW MEETING IDEAS

If you need some ideas for meetings, the following may help……………….

Over the past three years my co-leaders and I think we have learned quite a few things about running a troop, and we wanted to pass onto you some of our more successful ideas for meetings, plus a few things we wish we had done!  The troop is not a co-op and we rarely ask moms to be involved, but on some occasions (such as our holiday party) we ask them to bake and provide food.  This works out well for us.

(1) We start every new season off in September with a “discussion” meeting.  We put forward suggestions for future meetings to the girls and they tell us what they would be interested in doing.  We love to get their input even though some of their ideas aren’t always possible!

(2) At our October meeting in third grade we went on a hayride at Timber Creek Farm in Chester to do our Eco Explorer try-it.  You could go to any hayride and tie it in with a try-it.  We gave them each a sheet of paper that had 20 questions on it and they had to find the answers at the farm.  I don’t even know if Timber Creek Farm is still there and I don’t have a telephone number for it.  It was a fun meeting.

(3) At our December meeting when we were in third grade we bought wreaths and decorations from Michaels and the girls decorated them as holiday wreaths for Senior Citizens homes, nursing homes, the Police Station, Woodruff School (where it was on display at the entrance to the school), Sage, Runnells Hospital, etc.  We paired the girls up, two to each wreath.   Each wreath cost about $7.  You could make them even cheaper by asking parents to donate a few decorations each.  We tied this is with the My Community Badge.

We did the same thing in December when we were in fourth grade, but by then we had organized everyone into four patrols and we only made four wreaths.  We ‘colour coded’ each wreath and they were really lovely, and at the bottom of them we hung a little wooden plaque that said  “Troop 221”.  Each wreath cost about $10.  

(4) In fourth grade (now Junior Girl Scouts) we went to the Great Swamp (973) 635 6629 to do our Dabbler Badge.

(5) In fourth grade we visited Watchung Stables and did our Horse Fan Badge.  Watchung Stables (908) 789 3665.  This is a no brainer for the leaders!  

(6) In fourth grade we did a backstage tour of the Paper Mill Playhouse as part of our Theater Badge.  Everyone loved this meeting and the tour is free.  Contact the House Manager at the theater (973) 376 4343.  Another easy meeting for the leaders!

(7) At our April meeting when we were in fourth grade we booked the cooking studio at Columbia Middle School and we prepared the meal we would be eating at Camp Hoover a few weeks later.  We froze it all and it gave us more free time when we were at camp.  Call the Board of Ed. 464 1601 to book the cooking studio.  Be warned though – some of the equipment is old and we couldn’t find a blender that worked!  We should have gone over there first to check out what they had.

(8) A contact for the Red Cross is Alex Balish, Youth Services Coordinator (908) 273 2076.  He has programs for every age to become involved with the Red Cross.  Last year on the Monday and Tuesday after Halloween we collected unwanted candy for the servicemen and women abroad.  We collected about 100 lbs of candy by placing large decorated boxes in the entrance hall at Woodruff School, put up flyers around the school, each Girl Scout visited a classroom to let them know what the Girl Scouts were doing, and Miss Gasparini, the Principal, allowed two girls to make an announcement about it over the school speaker system.  Moms were running into school on Monday with big bags of candy they wanted to get rid of!

(9) Every year our troop does the Clean Up Day in Berkeley Heights.  It’s the Saturday in May before the Memorial Day Parade.   Everyone who turns up to help gets $10 to donate to any charity or non-profit organization – obviously your own troop!  It’s a way to earn money, help the community and it let’s your girls see just what people throw away in Berkeley Heights!  You can get a form from the B.H. Chamber of Commerce (908) 522 1700.

(10) We did our Let’s Get Cooking badge by asking four moms to host one patrol and give them a cooking lesson.  This was a great meeting because we were away from our usual meeting place, there were just a small number of girls in each mom’s house, and as leaders the only work we did was to get the permission slips back!

(11) If you are stuck for a meeting idea, it’s always a good idea to have some SWAPS ready to take away to camp or to other Girl Scout events.  For SWAPS ideas check the links on our website.

(12) We finish each season with some sort of fun event.  We’ve been rock climbing at Diamond Rock in East Hanover, had a swim party at the Y in Summit, and this year we went to a production of “Grease” at the Paper Mill Playhouse.

Looking back we wished we had done more about knots and ropes with the girls (if they can tie shoe laces they can learn to tie knots).  Also more camping type skills such as rolling and tying their sleeping bags, packing a backpack, etc.  We covered these things in one or two meetings, but it probably would have been better to master each knot etc. before moving on.

Hope these ideas help and save you some time trying to think of meeting topics.
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